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Competition Guidelines 
 
 

This document outlines the competition guidelines, procedures and 
policies of the new UniSport Nationals sport program to be implemented 
in 2018. 
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Introduction 

UniSport Nationals provides the opportunity for students at our 41 member 
universities from across Australia to compete head to head in a number of national 
standard sporting competitions.  

The Nationals are comprised of our two flagship events; The UniSport Nationals Div 
1 and 2 and a number of standalone competitions throughout the year. 

 

The Nationals Div 1 and 2 

The UniSport Nationals Div 1 and 2 events are large scale multi-sport events that will 
see more than 10,000 student-athletes compete annually across 47 different sport 
competitions. 

Held in September, the Nationals Div 1 competition comprises of a majority of team 
sport competitions with a number of individual sport competitions taking place. Within 
the team sports, only the top 10 teams from UniSport previous event rankings will 
qualify to compete. Following completion of the competition, the two lowest 
placing teams in each team sport of the Div 1 competition will be relegated into 
Nationals Div 2 the following year.  

Held in July, The Nationals Div 2 competition consists of 14 different team sport 
competitions contested across men's, women's, mixed and open categories and is an 
'open entry' event. This allows any of the 41 member universities to enter teams into 
the competitions if they have not already qualified for Div 1 in that sport. 

The top two winning teams in each sport of the Div 2 competition will gain promotion 
into Nationals Div 1 the following year.  

 

Standalone competitions 

Completing the Nationals framework, a number of standalone events are contested 

throughout the year.   

Standalone events held either at partner locations or competitions across Australia or 
hosted by member universities throughout the year. The standalone events are 
reviewed yearly and for 2018 the events are Nationals Snow, Nationals 3x3 
Basketball, Nationals T20 Cricket, Nationals Distance Running, Nationals 
Orienteering and Nationals Triathlon. 

 
 

Nationals format 

Division 1  

a) Will be made up of 10 teams that were the top eight finishes from the previous 
year’s event, and the top two finishes from the previous year’s Div 2 event.  

b) Two promotion spots to Div 1 will be offered to the top two placed teams from the 
Div 2 event in each sport competition, from the previous year.  
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c) If teams do not take up their qualified spot or a promotion spot the Div 1 
competition will run with the qualified teams only, no further promotion spots will 
be offered.  

d) At the end of the competition the teams finishing in places ninth and tenth will be 
relegated to Div 2 for the following year. 

 

Open entry competitions at Nationals Div 1 

a) Where competitions do not meet 10 teams in Div 1, and a competition is not 
conducted in Div 2, UniSport will have the authority to classify the competition as 
‘open entry’ allowing all universities to enter teams (e.g. AFL in 2018) 

b) Teams that did not enter in the previous year’s competition will be ranked after all 
those that did compete the year prior as per the random seeding process outlined 
in the UniSport allocation of entrants to pools guideline.  

 

Division 2  

The following process will be utilised to confirm Div 2 at the Nationals. 

a) Entry will be open for all universities to enter one team in Div 2 if not represented 
in Div 1. 

b) Teams that did not enter in the previous year’s Nationals will be ranked after all 
those that did compete the year prior as per the random seeding process outlined 
in the UniSport allocation of entrants to pools guideline. 

Sports where qualification/ranking is based on current year’s Nationals: 

a) For sports that may offer a team event following a singles event, performance in 
the singles event will define overall team strength and seeding into Div 1 or 2. 

b) The UniSport competition guidelines for each sport will outline the process for 
such determination 

 

Competition size  

A minimum of four teams are required to constitute a competition at the Nationals 
with the following guidelines:  

a) A pennant will only be awarded if there are teams from four different universities 

 

Confirmation of divisions  

a) The following timeline will be in place for teams to nominate their Div 1 
attendance:  

 Universities will be made aware at the start of each year, which UniSport 
Nationals Div 1 competition(s) they have received automatic qualification into. 

 Universities must nominate teams for Nationals Div 1 before the close of team 
nominations which will open 2 April and close 31 May.  

 1 June universities notified with confirmation of teams nominated 

 Invoice of fees sent to members thereafter 
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 First week in July: Div 2 event held 

 Monday post Div 2 event: UniSport offers promotion spots to relevant 
university teams for Div 1 in the following year 

b) In Div 1: if a team withdraws from the competition after the close of nominations, 
no team will replace the withdrawn team and that competition will be played with 
the remaining number of teams. 

 
 

Use of national standard 

UniSport Australia is determined to offer student-athletes an inclusive and fair 
environment for all of its sports, competitions and events. By conducting competitions 
under the official playing rules and regulations of the national or international sporting 
organisation of each sport, UniSport aims to ensure a close alignment with traditional 
and current sport proceedings.  All UniSport competition guidelines can be viewed at: 
www.unisport.com.au/policies-and-guidelines 

 
 

Uniform guidelines and penalties for breach 

Unless otherwise specified, each athlete shall wear the uniform of their university. 
The university shall submit a description of its uniform if requested.  The specific 
uniform requirements for the sport are as per the national sporting organisation 
standard. 

Unless otherwise stated in either the national or UniSport guidelines for a specific 
sport, where a uniform is required to be numbered, that number shall be a whole 
number between 0 and 99 (inclusive) with three-digit numbers not permitted. This 
number shall remain allocated to a single participant for the duration of the event. 

The national sporting organisation standard will be followed for uniform variances 
such as inclement weather, compression garments, cultural and religious uniform 
guidelines. 

Players will not take the field of play in any costume, part of a costume or uniform 
that deviates from the national sporting organisation standard. If they do, players will 
be asked to remove said items and/or incur a code of conduct report which may then 
be referred to the UniSport Judiciary Committee.   

 

Medal and trophy presentations 

At the culmination of competition (final gold medal match) for each sport all medals 
and relevant perpetual trophies will be presented at the sporting venue.  Perpetual 
trophies must be handed back to the Competition Manager immediately following the 
presentation ceremony.  UniSport Australia staff will liaise directly with the university 
to arrange transport of perpetual trophies to the designated member office where 
required. 

 

 

http://www.unisport.com.au/policies-and-guidelines
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Guideline 1 – Allocation of entrants to pools 

 

Introduction 

The following guideline provides the framework and method for allocating 
entrants to pools for UniSport events.  

 

1. Allocations for sanctioned events 

For UniSport sanctioned events (events not managed by UniSport) pool allocation 
will be determined after teams are randomly seeded by way of a random draw.  

 

2. Allocations for UniSport managed events 

The unique aspect of UniSport events is their variable nature, with events occurring 
with varying entry numbers. This means it is challenging to implement a standard 
pool allocation method which does not need refining each time. To ensure this 
process is done fairly and with consistency UniSport will endeavour to achieve the 
following outcomes when completing this process. 

a) Teams with similar seedings (determined by results from the previous year’s 
event) should where possible be allocated to different pools 

b) The relative strength of the pools should be as near as possible equal 

 

3. Ranking 

Prior to allocating teams to pools, full ranking of the teams is undertaken. 

Due to the nature of UniSport events, teams are ranked for their competition 
according to the results of the previous year. If a team did not compete in the 
previous year, that team will be ranked below all others using the UniSport seeding 
allocation.  

3.1. UniSport seeding allocation process 

a) Annually (usually at the UniSport national conference) a member 
representative from each region will assist the Project Manager – 
Nationals in the seeding of universities for that calendar year 

b) The seeding allocation process will see UniSport member universities 
randomly drawn from a hat. The first drawn university will be seeded first, 
the second draw university will be seeded second and so on until all 
members have been seeded 

c) The seeding allocation allows UniSport event staff to rank universities in 
that current competition year, if they did not enter (and thus been ranked 
by results) from the year prior  

3.2. Ranking of teams for UniSport Nationals 

a) The previous year’s event results will determine ranking in the first 
instance 

b) Teams with no previous participation history will be ranked behind those 
teams in step 3.2 a) according to their position in the seeding allocation 
process 
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c) Div 1 will consist of the top 10 teams with the remaining teams in Div 2 

 

4. Pool allocation  

The number of pools allocated in each division will be at the discretion of the 
organiser however where possible, in events managed by UniSport, UniSport will 
endeavour to always use an even number of pools. 

Once teams have been ranked, the international across and down allocation system 
should be implemented to evenly distribute the seeded entrants to pools.  

Examples: 

Two pools: 
Pool A Pool B 

1 2 

4 3 

5 6 

8 7 
 

Four pools: 
Pool A Pool B Pool C Pool D 

1 2 3 4 

8 7 6 5 

9 10 11 12 

16 15 14 13 

 

5. Review and refinement  

Once the entrants have been allocated to pools using the international across and 
down system it is essential to review this allocation to ensure where possible the key 
outcomes (section 2) have been achieved. The event organiser may need to refine 
this allocation if they have not been met e.g. pool allocations could be adjusted if one 
pool comprises teams from the one city or state. 

Throughout this process detailed notes should be kept on the justification for these 
refinements.  

 

Previous amendments 

May 2007 | March 2011 | April 2012 | May 2014 | October 2017 | March 2018 
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Guideline 2 – Eligibility of competitors 

 
Introduction  

This guideline outlines the UniSport eligibility requirements of competitors 
in order to provide clarification for participants and UniSport members. It is 
the participant’s and member’s responsibility to ensure that all athletes are 
eligible to attend and compete in the UniSport event. 

 

1. Who is eligible? 

In order to be eligible to compete in a UniSport event, the athlete must: 

a) Be a currently enrolled student  

b) Be proceeding towards a certificate or higher award offered by the member 
university or by a recognised feeder school* of the university 

c) Be able to prove their identity, and must be able to prove their 
enrolment/eligibility if requested 

d) Be covered by personal accident / injury insurance  

e) Have authorisation from the member that the athlete is eligible to compete (via 
the online registration process or eligibility form) 

f) Have accepted the terms and conditions of the UniSport participation agreement 

*A feeder school is deemed to be a college or school which has a partnership with a 
university which offers courses that allow the student (undertaking that course) to 
gain minimum university requirements to gain admission to a full degree program.  
These students must have an approved student identification number from the 
university.  

Note on 1a) – be a currently enrolled student   

For the purpose of defining a currently enrolled student the following 
clarifications shall apply: 

i. A student who is enrolled in a semester prior to (or during) the event in 
that calendar year, is eligible 

ii. A student under a designated exchange scheme between an overseas 
university and the member's university is eligible 

A person is not considered or ceases to be considered a currently enrolled 
student for the purposes of participating at a UniSport event, if the person:  

a) Immediately discontinues, suspends, defers or postpones study*, or 

b) Commences their university studies in a semester that begins after the 
Nationals Division 1 competition concludes, is not eligible to compete. 

* Extenuating circumstances: 

UniSport recognises that there may be extenuating circumstances where an 
elite athlete suspends, defers or postpones study due to representing their 
country on the world stage of sport. An application for special eligibility status 
for an elite athlete wishing to compete at a UniSport competition may be 
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submitted to the UniSport Chief Executive Officer by the UniSport member for 
consideration. The conditions for successful consideration are that: 

a) The athlete has represented their Country 

b) The reason for deferment was solely to represent their Country 

c) There is intention to recommence study in the immediate future 

d) The athlete competes in the same sport at an UniSport event that they 
represented their Country 

e) The application includes a copy of the deferment information and a 
declaration from the athlete that they will be returning to study in the 
immediate future 

Note on point 1b) – be proceeding towards a certificate or higher award 

A ‘certificate’ is an award as defined by the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF) and is listed in the relevant legislation of the university. 

Note on point 1b) – offered by a member university of member university feeder 
school/program 

If a student is enrolled in a feeder school or bridging course that is aiding them 
to enter their first or second year at the member institution to which the feeder 
school is associated, they are eligible providing that the feeder school/program 
or bridging course is conducted by the member university. The student must 
have a relevant university student identification number.  

Note on point 1c) - proof of identity, and must be able to prove their eligibility if 
requested 

The competitor will be required to produce appropriate photographic 
identification such as the official student identification, driver’s licence or proof 
of age card when requested by UniSport event personnel prior to each 
competition together with their UniSport event accreditation pass (if produced 
by the event). 

Should a competitor’s eligibility be questioned, the competitor and UniSport 
member which this person is representing must be able to produce proof of their 
enrolment/eligibility within a reasonable timeframe (24 hours would be 
considered reasonable in most circumstances). 

Note on point 1d) – be covered by personal accident / injury insurance  

The competitor or all persons entered into the UniSport event must be covered 
by personal accident / injury insurance. This coverage must be taken by the 
university for all its eligible competitors. It is also recommended that all athletes 
source their own relevant personal accident insurance.  

Note on point 1e) - have authorisation from the member university that the athlete is 
eligible to compete – eligibility certificate  

Eligibility to represent a member university in a competition conducted under 
the jurisdiction of UniSport, shall be restricted to persons accepted via the 
online registration system or via the eligibility form which has been presented to 
the organiser of the UniSport event by the time and date specified by the 

http://www.aqf.edu.au/
http://www.aqf.edu.au/
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organiser, provided that the person listed can at all times throughout the 
competition prove their identity (as per note on point 1c). 

Note: eligibility certificates are used for stand-alone UniSport Nationals events. 
Eligibility for UniSport multisport events are completed via the online registration 
portal. 

When an eligibility certificate has been received and processed by the organiser 
of the UniSport event, eligibility is deemed to be finalised. This may occur post 
event in some stand-alone event instances. 

A completed eligibility or supplementary eligibility certificate is one which states: 

a) The gender specific sport for which the eligibility certificate applies, plus 

b) Each person's first name, surname and student ID number and when 
required their graduation date, plus 

c) The total number of persons listed, and 

d) Is signed by the member university's Executive Officer or his/her 
nominee. 

In addition, the organiser of the UniSport event may require that the member 
provide details of management personnel (coaches, managers, or sports 
medicine personnel) and other details of the participants entering the 
competition. 

Note on point 1f) - have accepted the terms and conditions of the UniSport 
participation agreement 

All participants (competitors and management personnel) representing the 
member at the UniSport event must agree to UniSport terms and conditions of 
entry (outlined in the UniSport participation agreement) upon registering for the 
event. Failure to provide this agreement prior to the commencement of the 
competition may result in the participant not being permitted to compete or 
participate in the UniSport event. 

 

2. Penalties for breaches of the eligibility 

In a circumstance where it is discovered that a competitor within a UniSport event is 
found to be not eligible as outlined in this guideline, the following penalties will be 
implemented: 

2.1 Person NOT eligible 

Team sport: If a person entered into a UniSport event is subsequently found 
not to be eligible then the team which the person was to compete in, or did 
compete in, shall be disqualified from the competition. 

Individual sport: If a person entered into a UniSport event is subsequently 
found not to be eligible then that person shall be disqualified from the 
competition. 

2.2 Person eligible to enter into an UniSport event however does not play for 
their appointed/registered sport 

If, in a team sport such as basketball, hockey etc., a team fields a player who 
is not registered in that team (not listed on the team sheet) or plays a person 
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who uses the name of a player registered for that team, then the team shall 
forfeit* the game in which the breach was discovered and any other games in 
which the said player or person's name was recorded on a score/team sheet.  

* This forfeit will result in the team being relegated to the bottom of the pool. 

If, in the team sport such as tennis, squash etc., the team uses a person who 
is eligible but not listed on the team sheet, then the team shall forfeit twice 
the number of rubbers in which the said player or person's name was 
recorded on a score/team sheet. 

If a person who is eligible but not listed as a registered person for that sport 
or a person who eligible but uses the name of someone else who is 
registered for that sport, competes in a non-team event such as athletics, 
swimming, etc., then this person’s result will be null and void and all other 
competitors will move up one place. 

 

3. Intentional breach 

In a circumstance where a participant is not eligible to compete, and where a 
participant and/or member is believed to have intentionally breached this eligibility 
guideline, the participant will be disqualified from the competition and if the 
participant is within a team sport, the team will be disqualified from competition. In 
addition, an intentional breach will be viewed as bringing UniSport into disrepute 
and a breach of the UniSport Code of Behaviour may be submitted.  

 

Previous amendments 

April 2003 | June 2005 | June 2008 | March 2011 | January 2013 | May 2014 | 
October 2017 | March 2018 
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Guideline 3 – Cross registration 

 
Introduction 

This guideline outlines the cross registration process at UniSport events.  

 

When this guideline applies 

This guideline applies to any competitor who wishes to participate in more than one 
sport at a UniSport event. Cross registration only applies to one event and not across 
events.  

 

Implementing the guideline 

1. When registering competitors are able to select more than one sport. UniSport 
suggest that participants should compete in no more than two sports at an event  

2. Each additional sport will cost the competitor $55.00  

3. Competitors cannot cross register across divisions in one sport, e.g. Mixed 
Netball and Women’s Netball  

4. Cross registration limits are outlined in the sport rules for each sport at UniSport 
events. Universities are responsible for managing cross registration limits for their 
teams. UniSport will monitor and provide advice to teams.  

5. Non-playing officials do not count towards cross registration numbers  

6. Teams in breach of cross registration limits will forfeit any games played 
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Guideline 4 – Replacement player 

 

Introduction 

This guideline outlines the procedures to be followed when a competitor is 
withdrawing from a UniSport event due to injury or family emergency only.  

 
When this guideline applies 

This guideline only applies during an event. Withdrawal can be due to injury or family 
emergency only. The replacement player must be a registered competitor at the 
event. 

In the case of injury, The University Team Manager must supply a relevant medical 
certificate or SMA report to justify the need to withdraw the participant from 
competition. 

In the case of an unexpected family emergency, the University Team Manager must 
provide written confirmation verifying the circumstances are such to warrant 
participant withdrawal from the competition.  

 
Implementing the guideline 

  
1. Registrations will no longer be accepted under any circumstances after: 

a) Nationals Div 1 (including Rowing and Surfing); 5pm Sunday 23 September 
2018 

b) Nationals Div 2; 5pm  Sunday 1 July 2018 
c) All other events; will be determined by the event organisers and 

communicated to University Team Managers 
 

2. Once a player’s accreditation pass has been collected, if the player sustains an 
injury that is serious enough to rule them out of their sport for the remainder of the 
competition, the University Team Manager (UTM) can replace the player with a 
competitor already registered in a different sport. 

 
3. Non-playing officials cannot replace any injured player. 
 
4. The UTM must complete and submit a replacement player form; including the 

relevant written confirmation to the Nationals HQ staff with a $20.00 
administration fee. 

 
5. The injured player will be removed from the team and is ineligible to participate for 

the remainder of the competition. 
  
6. A new accreditation pass will be printed and issued for the replacement player 

containing the addition of the new sport. The replacement player can continue to 
participate in their original sport, as well as the additional sport.  
 

7. The replacement player will count towards the cross-registration numbers of the 
team if they choose to continue to participate in their original sport. 
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8. Payment ($20.00) must be made via cash or credit card at the time of submitting 

the replacement request and a receipt will be issued. The administration fee is 
inclusive of GST. The replacement player form will be authorised by Nationals HQ 
staff and filed. 
 

9. Competition management staff will be notified. Replacement player is unable to 
compete until the Competition Manager has authorized the change. Scoresheet 
will be edited to reflect the change at the venue.  

 

Previous amendments 

April 2012 | May 2014 | August 2015 | July 2016 
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Guideline 5 – Participant withdrawal and refund 

 

Introduction 

This document outlines the guidelines on participant withdrawals and requests for 
refund relating to UniSport events.   

UniSport must be advised of all participant withdrawals regardless of whether a 
refund is applicable, to ensure that competition management operations can be 
adjusted accordingly. All withdrawal notifications should be made via the UniSport 
withdrawal/refund form. 

Requests for refund must be made in writing via the UniSport withdrawal/refund form 
& supporting documentation prior to the participant being accredited for the event. 
Once an accreditation pass has been collected from UniSport at the event on behalf 
of the participant, a refund cannot be applied for. 

All refund requests must be made via the University Team Manager. Any refund 
requests received by UniSport directly from event participants will not be processed. 

 

Refund Guideline 
 

1. Before the standard period of registration ends: If withdrawing prior to the 
standard registration period ending, participants will be refunded the registration 
fee paid, less an administration fee of $20.00 

 
2. Before accreditation pick up: UniSport will review refund requests made after 

the end of the standard registration period up until the participant has been 
deemed accredited (that is, no later than when accreditation is collected for the 
event), for the following reasons only: 

 
a) Medical injury: Any refunds requested on the grounds of a medical injury 

must be accompanied by a certified copy of the participant’s medical 
certificate. All refund requests, with required supporting documentation, must 
be received by UniSport before event accreditation is collected from UniSport. 
If approved, a $20.00 administration fee will be deducted from any refund paid. 

 
b) Family tragedy: For refunds due to a family tragedy (or similar), the University 

Team Manager or Sports Officer is required to submit the request in writing to 
UniSport registrations outlining the reason that the individual can no longer 
compete and the reason why. If approved, a $20.00 administration fee will be 
deducted from any refund paid. 

 
3. Ineligibility: If a student has been deemed ineligible to compete due to not 

satisfying the UniSport eligibility requirements, the University Team Manager must 
provide a request to UniSport registrations no later than two (2) weeks after the 
end of the standard registration period.  A $20.00 administration fee will be 
deducted from any refund paid. 
 

4. If a participant withdraws after the end of the standard registration period and this 
results in an entire team being withdrawn due to minimum numbers not being 

mailto:registrations@unisport.com.au
mailto:registrations@unisport.com.au
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reached, team members will not receive a refund of their registration fees and the 
University will lose their nomination fee 

 
5. Refunds are approved at the discretion of UniSport. Once approved, the refund 

will be processed (up to four weeks after the event), less any administration fees 
as outlined. Entry fees are not transferable between UniSport events. Refunds will 
be transferred directly to the original payment source, where this isn’t possible 
alternative payment options will be explored. 

 

Previous amendments 
April 2012 | May 2014 | July 2015 | April 2016 
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Guideline 6 – Concussion 

 

Introduction 

Concussion is a serious injury and may occur to any person at a UniSport event. All 
head injuries in all instances should be treated by the relevant sports trainer on site 
who will then notify the team manager of the student. The trainer will also report any 
head injuries to their supervisor for further follow up.  
 
All head injuries will be referred to a medial practitioner for further assessment and 
treatment management. This includes: 

 Any athlete that has lost consciousness 

 Any athlete that has suffered memory loss 

 Any athlete who has been dazed or confused even if only for a short period of time 
 
Any athlete who has suffered a head injury at a UniSport event must leave the field of 
play immediately and not return until full clearance has been provided by a medial 
practitioner. This clearance is required to be provided in writing and submitted by the 
university team manager to competition management team at the sport. The sports 
trainer must also be made aware of this clearance to play. Without such clearance, 
the student will not be able to take the field of play area.  
  
 

Sports Medicine Australia (SMA) position statement 

As supporters of UniSport events, SMA has a full position statement available 
from its website in relation to concussion. UniSport supports SMA initiatives in 
dealing with concussion and follows SMA practices at its events.  

 

Previous amendments 

New guideline in 2016 | October 2017 | March 2018 

http://sma.org.au/publications-media/sma-position-statements/
http://sma.org.au/publications-media/sma-position-statements/
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Guideline 7 – Infectious disease 

 

A number of blood borne infectious diseases can be transmitted during body contact 
and collision sports. These diseases may be spread by contact between broken skin 
or mucous membranes and infected blood, saliva (not for HIV), semen and vaginal 
fluids.  
 
UniSport strongly recommends that all persons involved with UniSport events be 
informed of appropriate infection disease policies and procedures.  
 
For the purpose of this guideline, UniSport enforces the Sports Medicine Australia 
(SMA) infectious disease policy. A copy of the policy can be accessed via the SMA 
website or any SMA sports trainer engaged with a UniSport event. SMA support 
UniSport events and this information is provided with approval from SMA.   

 

Sports Medicine Australia infectious disease policy 

 

Previous amendments 

March 2008 | March 2011 | April 2012 | May 2014 | October 2017 | March 2018 

http://sma.org.au/resources/policies/infectious-diseases/
http://sma.org.au/resources/policies/infectious-diseases/
http://sma.org.au/resources-advice/policies-guidelines/infectious-diseases/
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Guideline 8 – Sun safe 

 

UniSport members are involved in outdoor sport on a regular basis carrying 
the increased risk of skin cancer, dehydration and heat related illnesses 
through the exposure to UVR and heat. 
 
This following policy outlines sun safe practices to mitigate these increased risks and 
help to guide UniSport members with delivering a safe and healthy environment to 
engage in sport. The Bureau of Meteorology provides information on local weather 
conditions and observations including temperature, UVR and weather warnings (heat 
waves) and should be considered when UniSport members are engaging in sport.
  
 

1. Sun and UVR exposure – Peak periods of increased UVR are 10am – 3pm. It’s 
very common that sport will be conducted in this period increasing the risk of skin 
cancer, tanning, sunburn, eye damage, heat exhaustion and dehydration.  

 

2. Sun Protection – Various sun protection measures are recommended to 
minimize the UVR exposure to UniSport members: 

a) Sunscreen: SPF30 (or higher) broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen is 
recommended for participants   

b) Clothing: where possible clothing is made from UPF 50+ material and have 
long sleeves and a collar and be loose fitting and lightweight. In certain sports 
where the uniform does not provide adequate sun protection, participants are 
reminded to apply sunscreen to exposed skin.   

c) Hats: Where possible wide brimmed or bucket hats are included as part of the 
on and off field uniform. 

d) Shade: Where possible shaded areas are available at all sporting 
events/fixtures. If there is no trees artificial shade such as umbrellas or 
marquees should be used.  

e) Sunglasses: Where possible participants are advised and encouraged to wear 
sunglasses that meet the Australian standard. 

 
3. Schedules and fixtures – Where possible training, events and competitions 

should be scheduled to minimize exposure to UVR. Sport Medicine Australia 
recommends activities should be postponed in accordance to the rules of the 
local, state or national governing body when high risk conditions are forecast.  

 
4. Heat – Heat illness in sport presents as heat exhaustion or heat stroke and 

symptoms may include light-headedness, dizziness, nausea, loss of coordination 
or skill, confusion, aggressive or irritable behaviour and obvious fatigue. Options 
available to UniSport to combat heat are outlined in point six, Ambient 
Temperature. 
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5. Hydration – UniSport recommends that regular and effective hydration should be 
common practice before, during and after sport/exercise. Water is the most 
appropriate drink for re-hydration however sports drinks may also be supplied.  

 

6. Ambient Temperature – Most useful on hot, dry days. The following will be used 
as a guide by UniSport:  

Ambient 
Temperature 
°C  

Relative 
Humidity  

Risk of Heat 
Illness  

Recommended 
management for sports 
activities  

15-20  Low  Heat illness can occur in running.  

Caution over-motivation.  

21-25  Exceeds 70%  Low – Moderate  Increase vigilance.  

Caution over-motivation.  

26-30  Exceeds 60%  Moderate - High  Moderate early pre-season 
training.  

Reduce intensity and 
duration of play/training.  

Take more breaks.  

31-35  Exceeds 50%  High - Very 
High  

Uncomfortable for most 
people.  

Limit intensity, take more 
breaks.  

Limit duration to less than 
60 minutes.  

36 and above  Exceeds 30%  Extreme  Very stressful for most 
people.  

Postpone to cooler 
conditions (or cooler part of 
the day) or cancel.  
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Guideline 9 – Inclement weather plan 

 

Introduction 

For all outdoor venues during the Games, the risk of wet or inclement weather is 
viewed as possible with the potential implications to the competition itself being 
serious.   

 

Objective 

This plan is designed to meet the following objectives: 

 To ensure as little competition time is lost in the occurrence of wet or inclement 
weather 

 To ensure the safety of competitors and officials is maintained at all times 
regardless of weather 

 To ensure UniSport does not incur costs associated with venue repair 

 

Personnel involved 

 Games participants – competitors and university sport team managers involved in 
all outdoor sports 

 Games personnel – competition managers and related volunteers 
 External personnel – venue managers from all outdoor venues and identified wet 

weather back-up venues 

 

Reporting mechanisms 

Chain Of Command 

Competition Manager > Sport Liaison Officer > Project Coordinator > Competition 
Manager > UTM > Participants 
  
In the event of inclement weather, the Competition Manager and the Project 
Coordinator will implement control measures that will minimise the effect on staging 
each sport at the Games. Each sport will need to be managed differently considering 
options such as scheduling play-off games on Wednesday, altering draw structures, 
decreasing length of playing times, decreasing the number of games and booking 
alternate venues. The following procedure will be followed in the event a competition 
format is altered. 

 

Procedure for modification of competition format and notification  

Where practical, any modification of the competition format will be implemented for 
the following days play and not during the day of competition itself. 

Modified draws will be clearly marked as updated and all prior draws will become 
invalid. 

If a draw is modified after this debriefing, the University Team Manager for the 
competing teams will be telephoned, and a log will be made of the call. 
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A copy of the modified draw will be placed in the university team’s pigeonhole at the 
Games Centre for immediate collection. 

 

The following tables outline possible control measures for each sport: 

Outdoor sport Format Control measures 

Athletics 4 days 

1 track 

Extend competition times if possible 

Alter competition format i.e. remove semi-finals, run 
heats only competitors ranked by times, reduce 
number of throw/jumps. 

Extend to include an additional day 

Australian Rules 
Football 

4 days  

2 ovals 

Increase following days play 

Reschedule games to different days 

Reduce playing times 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage and/or delete minor 
playoff games 

Play through rain 

Baseball 4 days  

2 diamonds 

Increase following days play (depending on final 
team numbers) 

Reschedule games to different days 

Use lesser quality diamond if available 

Reduce game times and number of innings 

Beach Volleyball 4 days 

8 courts 

Increase following days play  

Reduce playing times 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage and/or delete minor 
playoff games 

Cycling 4 days Move road race/time trials to another day(s) 

Cancel event effected  

Football 4 days  

4 fields 

Reschedule games to different days 

Reschedule games to synthetic fields 

Reduce game times 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage 

Play through rain 
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Outdoor sport Format Control measures 

Golf 4 days 

2 courses 

Reduce playing days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of rounds 
played i.e. 3 instead of 4 rounds 

Contest competition on current rest day 

Increase following days play 

Hockey 4 days 

3 fields 

Increase following days play                                           

Reduce game times/duration 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Lawn Bowls 4 days  

2 greens 

Increase following days play                                           

Reduce game times/duration 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Rugby Union 7s 4 days  

1 field 

Increase following days play 

Schedule addition days play 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage 

Play through rain 

Sailing 4 days 

1 course 

Reduce competition format 

Reduce match/race times 

Softball 4 days 

2 diamonds 

Increase following days play                                           

Reduce game times/duration 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Tennis 4 days  

14 courts 

Increase following days play   

Reschedule games to different days 

Utilise additional courts 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Touch 4 days  

8 fields  

Reschedule games to different days 

Reduce playing times 

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played 
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Outdoor sport Format Control measures 

Remove repechage 

Utilise extra fields  

Play through rain  

Twenty20 Cricket 4 days 

6 fields 

Increase following days play                                           

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Move to synthetic pitches 

Ultimate  4 days  

8 fields 

Ensure all fields are used to their maximum on 
following days play 

Reschedule games to different days 

Reduce playing times  

Alter competition format to reduce number of games 
played i.e. remove repechage  

Play through rain 

Water Polo 4 days 

2 pools 

In extreme weather conditions may need to look at 
altering the schedule to reduce number of matches 

Reschedule matches to indoor pools 

Remove repechage 

 

Indoor sports Format Control measures 

Badminton  4 days,  

8 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Basketball 4 days  

6 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Cheer 1 day 

Performance 
area 

Reschedule to following days 

Alter format to reduce extent of competition 
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Indoor sports Format Control measures 

Fencing 4 days  

8 pistes 

Reschedule games to unaffected area 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Extend competition hours to compete into evening 
and night 

Futsal 4 days 

4 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected area 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played 

Handball 4 days  

3 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Martial Arts 2 days  

 

Reschedule a competition to another day of the 
event. 

Remove events from the schedule such as 
individual competitions  

Netball (indoor 
courts) 

4 days 

6 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Squash 4 days 

4 courts 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Swimming 4 days 

1 pool 

Reschedule races 

Reschedule events to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of events  

Table Tennis 4 days  

8 tables 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 
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Indoor sports Format Control measures 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Tenpin Bowling 4 days  

10 lanes 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played 

Volleyball 4 days,  

6 courts  

 

Reschedule games to unaffected courts & reduce 
playing times 

Reschedule games to different days 

Alter competition format to reduce number of 
games played  

Reschedule to fit all matches into one of the two 
venues 

 

Facilities and equipment 

Lists of equipment at the back-up venues need to be viewed prior to relocation to 
establish what is required to be relocated for reuse from the weather affected venue. 
Where equipment cannot be relocated, sport volunteers will assist the Competition 
Manager in locating the required sports equipment while operations volunteers will 
locate other required equipment unable to be relocated. 

 

Lightning safety plan 

Communication  

The Project Coordinator is the dedicated weather watcher for the Games. In 
supplying daily weather forecasts the Project Coordinator will know of any volatile 
conditions forecast for the day. This person will then notify the chain of command 
listed in the previous wet weather plan if severe weather becomes dangerous. 

 

Safe locations 

The primary choice for a safe location from the lightning hazard is any substantial, 
frequently inhabited building. The electric and telephone wiring and plumbing 
pathways aid in grounding a building, which is why buildings are safer than remaining 
outdoors during thunderstorms. It is important not to be connected to these pathways 
while inside the structure during ongoing thunderstorms.   
 
The secondary choice for a safer location from the lightning hazard is a fully enclosed 
vehicle with a metal roof and the windows closed. 
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Unsafe shelter areas include all outdoor metal objects like flag poles, fences and 
gates, high mast light poles, metal bleachers, golf cars, machinery, etc. People 
should avoid taking showers and using plumbing facilities (including indoor and 
outdoor pools) and land-line telephones during thunderstorm activity. Cordless or 
cellular telephones are safer to use when emergency help is needed. AVOID trees. 
AVOID water. AVOID open fields. AVOID the high ground.   

 

Suspension and resumption of play 

This information is included only as a guide, any decision made in relation to 
postponement or cancellation of fixtures is to be made by the Project Coordinator and 
Sport Manager in consultation with the Sport Medicine Coordinator. 
 
Suspension and resumption of play should follow the 30/30 rule: play should stop 
when the flash-to-bang count is 30 seconds, and should not resume until 30 minutes 
after the last lightning.  
 
The public address system will be used to advise participants to seek a safe structure 
or location at the first sign of lightning or thunder activity. By the time the flash-to-
bang count approaches 30 seconds (or is less than 30 seconds), all individuals 
should already be inside or should immediately seek a safe structure or location. To 
use the flash-to-bang method, the observer begins counting when a lightning flash is 
sighted. Counting is stopped when the associated bang (thunder) is heard.  
 
Once activities have been suspended, the Competition Manager must wait at least 30 
minutes after the last sound of thunder or lightning flash before resuming an activity 
or returning outdoors. At events with large crowds, additional time should be allowed 
for evacuating all people to safe areas. 
 
It should be emphasised that blue skies and lack of rainfall are not adequate reasons 
to breach the 30-minute return-to-play rule. 

 

Reporting 

End of day report must include any identified field of play wet weather damage and 
summary of relocation of venues if this needs to occur. 
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Guideline 10 – Abandonment of sporting competitions 

 

Introduction  

UniSport manages a number of sporting competitions across a calendar year. It is 
recognised that various factors may prevent these sporting competitions from being 
completed in their entirety. This guideline outlines what process will be undertaken 
should a game or competition be abandoned for any particular reason.  

 

When to use this guideline 

This guideline should be used in the event that a single game or sporting competition 
is abandoned by inclement weather or circumstances such as venue evacuation, 
venue issues, serious injury, lack of officials or other unforeseen events.  

 

Abandonment due to inclement weather 

1. Single game 

a) In the event that inclement weather results in the inability to complete a single 
game, the following process will be implemented: 

i. If play has ceased in the first half of the match the game will be deemed 
a draw. 

ii. If play has ceased in the second half of the match, the team which was 
in the lead at the time of the game being stopped, will be declared the 
winner. 

iii. If play has ceased in the second half of the match and the two teams 
are drawn, the match will be deemed a draw. 

2. Partial days play 

a) In the event that inclement weather results in the inability to complete a portion 
of the games scheduled in a day’s play, where possible, these games will be 
rescheduled. If rescheduling of games is not possible, the following options will 
be reviewed by competition managers in conjunction with event managers: 

i. Game times of those matches affected will be shortened to fit with the 
time left in the competition. 

3. Full day of competition 

a) In the event that inclement weather results in the inability to complete a full 
days play of a competition, the following process will be implemented by event 
managers: 

i. If the number of games abandoned equal a full round of competition, 
that round will not be played and no results will be recorded for any 
team for that round of play. 

4. Abandonment affecting finals 

a) In the case that inclement weather affects the ability to play quarter finals, 
semi finals or final placing matches, UniSport will implement the following 
process: 
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i. If games cannot be rescheduled at all or be moved to another venue for 
completion, the priority will be to play games that need to be played to 
assist in determining a final ranking outcome for the top four placings 
only.  

ii. Games or matches that determine fifth place or lower will be deemed a 
draw and teams will share the equal placing for the final ranking.  

 

Abandonment due to other issues 

1. Venue issue or venue evacuation 

a) In the event that a game is abandoned due to a venue issue or venue 
evacuation, the following process will apply: 

i. If play has ceased in the first half of the match, the game will be deemed 
a draw. 

ii. If play has ceased in the second half of the match, the team in the lead 
at the time of the game being stopped, will be declared the winner. 

iii. If play has ceased in the second half of the match and the two teams 
are drawn, the match will be deemed a draw. 

2. Venue evacuation due to venue fire drill 

a) In the event that a fire drill is held at a venue and the venue needs to be 
evacuated and this evacuation results in games having to be stopped, the 
following process will occur: 

i. Games will stop at the allotted time and all participants will take part in 
the fire drill as directed by venue staff. 

ii. Upon return to the venue, games will recommence where they left off 
providing that no more than 20 minutes has elapsed since the initial 
stoppage.  

iii. If more than 20 minutes has elapsed since the stoppage for the fire drill: 

 If the game was in the first half or within the first two quarters of a 
match, the first half or first two quarters will be deemed complete 
and the game will recommence immediately with the second half of 
the game (or at the start of the third quarter). 

 If the game was in the second half or within the third or fourth 
quarter, the game will be deemed complete and the team in the 
lead will be declared the winner. If teams are drawn, the game will 
be deemed a draw. 

3. Serious injury 

a) UniSport recognises that serious injuries can take place on the field of play 
and some injuries require the injured person to be immobilised until such time 
as they can be safely removed from the field of play by appropriate medical 
personnel.  

b) If a player is injured and cannot be moved from the field, the game will stop 
until such time that person is removed safely by approved medical personnel. 
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Upon removal of the injured player, the game will recommence providing that 
there is still official time left in the match.  

c) If there is no official time left in the match and the game was stopped in the 
first half or within the first two quarters of a match, the game will be declared a 
draw. 

d) If there is no official time left in the match and the game was stopped in the 
first half or within the third or fourth quarter of the match, the team that was in 
the lead at the time that the game was stopped, will be declared the winner.  

 

Sport specific abandonment / match delay guidelines 

In a general sense, most sports will have specific abandonment or match delay 
guidelines in place for their sport. These are to be considered in the context of this 
overall UniSport guideline by the competition manager in conjunction with the 
UniSport event manager when implementing their decision. 

 
 

Previous amendments 

Created 2016 | June 2017 | October 2017 | March 2018  
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Guideline 11 – Forfeit of competition requirements 

 
Introduction 

The purpose of this guideline is: 

 To impose a financial incentive to ensure that participants and members 
undertake their competition requirements 

 To ensure that resources that have been allocated to the event by the 
organiser are not wasted 

 To endeavour to provide equable competition environment for all participants 

 To reward good team management by universities 
 

 

Definitions 

Competition requirements: Participation in competition i.e. no show to event or 

game and/or team duty requirements 

 

Forfeit: Failure to undertake playing or duty requirements as outlined by the 

event organiser 

 

Application: All UniSport events – national, regional and other endorsed events. 

 
 

1. Schedule of fines 

1.1. The below schedule of fines will be automatically enforced should a 

university’s participants forfeit their playing requirements as outlined by the 

event organiser in the competition draw. The application of the offence is per 

each sporting competition division.  

 Offences in pool and progression games: $30 GST inclusive per 

registered individual within the team 

 Offences in finals: $50 GST inclusive per registered individual within the 

team. Finals are games which determine a final placing/ranking 

 

EXAMPLE: If a team forfeits a football fixture with 15 registered players in a pool or 

progression match the fine is $450. If a baseball team forfeits a baseball finals fixture 

with 13 registered players the fine will equal $650. 

 

1.2. The below schedule of fines will be automatically enforced should a 

university’s participants forfeit their duty requirements as outlined in the duty 

schedule for that competition.  

 Offences across all match/game types: $20 per player capped at the 

number of duty personnel required for that sport.  
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EXAMPLE: If a team forfeits their team duty in volleyball, the fine will equal 4 x $20 = 

$80 assuming they are required to provide four people for duty requirements 

 

1.3. Forfeiture of games in the last round of competition (i.e. play offs for any final 

placing) will result in the team being relegated to last place in the overall 

competition as well as incurring the appropriate fine. 

 

1.4. Should a team competing in the Nationals Division 1 forfeit a match due to 

unacceptable reasoning they may be referred to the UniSport Judiciary 

process for a code of conduct breach.   

 

1.5. Should a team competing in the Nationals Division 1 be awarded last place as 

a result of forfeiture, relegation to Division 2 will still apply. 

 

2. Special circumstances 

2.1. There may be some special circumstances where a team or individual may be 

unable to fulfil their competition requirements, and therefore the fees, point 

deduction or relegation may not be fully applied. The following will apply as 

special circumstances: 

 

a) Prior notice of withdrawal from competition: Should an individual 

competitor or a team withdraw after the closing date of the competition the 

entry fee will NOT be refunded however the schedule of fines will not 

apply provided that notification is provided at least five days prior to the 

commencement of the event.  

 

b) Prior notice of duty requirement being swapped: Whereby a university 

swaps their duty requirement with another university and documentation 

signed by the university team manager / sports specific team manager of 

this agreement is provided at least one (1) hour notice to the organisers. 

 

2.2. Failure to undertake competition commitments due to inappropriate travel 

arrangements, transport failure, reading the draw incorrectly or not knowing 

when a game is to be played are not considered special circumstances and 

will incur the scheduled fine/s. 

 

 

3. Procedure for organisers and participants  

3.1. Request for special circumstances: The request for special circumstances 
must be submitted in writing by the university team managers or appropriately 
authorised person, to the organiser within the outline timeframe with all 
relevant documentation. 
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3.2. Documentation: All forfeit of participation in competition and team duty 
requirements will be documented by the competition manager or event 
organiser. Event organisers are required to outline the offence to the 
University Team Manager.  

 

3.3. Payment: The team/individual will be required to pay the total fine at the 
Nationals HQ by close of games that evening.  In the case where a team has 
forfeited the final game of an evening schedule the forfeit fine must be paid 
prior to any scheduled competition the following day. 

 

3.4. Outside timeframe: If none of the actions described are executed by the 
required timeframe in which the forfeit was incurred, another forfeit and 
subsequent fine may result. If a team or individual or team forfeits two 
consecutive fixtures the team may be brought before the UniSport disciplinary 
Committee. The penalties/jurisdiction of this committee is outlined in the 
UniSport disputes and disciplinary guideline.   

 

 

Previous amendments 

May 2007 | March 2011 | April 2012 | May 2014 | May 2018 
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Guideline 12 – Disciplinary and disputes 

 

Introduction  

All UniSport events must ensure an appropriate committee structure is in place to 
deal with any matters considered disputes, incidents and/or breaches of the UniSport 
Code of Behaviour that occur during an event.  

The committees will enable any complaint or incident to be dealt with swiftly and fairly 
in accordance with the UniSport constitution and by-laws. UniSport committees 
include: 
 
Sports Dispute Committee 
The Sports Disputes Committee (SDC) deals with any on field incidents and all 
matters relating to the conduct of sports competitions during UniSport events.  
 
Sports Dispute Appeals Committee 
The UniSport Sports Disputes Appeals Committee (SDAC) can deal with appeals 
from the sport disputes committee only. An appeal of the decision of the SDC is 
allowed to the SDAC only if it meets the procedural irregularity or new evidence 
criteria. The convener of committees in consultation with the chairperson of the 
SDAC will determine if the matter falls within the appeals criteria.  
 
Judiciary Committee 
The UniSport Judiciary Committee (JC) can deal with all alleged breaches of the 
UniSport Code of Behaviour.  
 
Any reference to payment of fees or penalties throughout this document are GST 
inclusive. 
  

Event committee structures 

At the beginning of each UniSport event, UniSport will nominate a convener of 
committees. This role will be filled by UniSport senior management.

 

1. Sports Dispute Committee (SDC) 

1.1. The SDC will consist of no less than three persons and no more than six 
persons. These persons should include from the following list:  

 UniSport appointed chair 

 Sport technical expert  

 Member of local sporting organisation 

 Two independent team managers 

 Convener of committees 

1.2. The SDC must include the sport technical expert or member of local sporting 
organisation and at least one independent university team manager. 
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1.3. The convener of committees will be responsible for all administrative functions 
relating to the committee organisation. Where an SDC member has a clear 
conflict of interest, as determined by the SDC, that member must stand down.  

1.4. The findings of the SDC shall be recorded in writing. It is the responsibility of 
the convener of committees to ensure that this is done, and the chairperson 
presiding must sign off on any decisions of the SDC. 

1.5. Voting rights: each member of the SDC has one vote. In the event of a tied 
vote, the chairperson will have a second and casting vote. 

1.6. Scope of the SDC: the SDC can adjudicate on disputes arising from any 
matter affecting the conduct of sporting competitions at the event. The SDC is 
not a forum in which matters dealt with by an on-field referee/umpire will be re-
examined. Matters that may fall into this category will be judged by the 
convener of committees in consultation with the chairperson of the SDC prior 
to consideration by the SDC.  

1.7. Powers of the SDC: the SDC has the authority to request any person to make 
comment on an incident or to report on any such matter that may come before 
the SDC. This list includes (but is not limited to): 

 The referee and other game officials 

 Participants in the game/competition 

 Team officials (coach, trainer, manager and university team managers) 

 UniSport officials (UniSport Board of Directors, UniSport staff)  

 Event officials (UniSport staff, competition manager (CM), sports 
convener, key volunteers) 

 Spectators 

1.8. The SDC has the power to impose one or more of the following actions: 

 Suspend and/or reprimand players/team officials from competition for one 
or more games (this suspension could be held over to future UniSport 
events) 

 Uphold and/or amend a decision of the CM 

 Make changes to the sports competition/structure or format (in 
consultation with the event organisers and UniSport project manager) 

 Withdraw any or all awards, placings and records obtained by that person 
or that person’s team, during the event  

 Refer the matter to the judiciary committee, UniSport Board, or state or 
national sporting organisation responsible for the sport in question 

1.9. Rights of the parties involved in the dispute: A participant, team (no more than 
two representatives) or party involved in the dispute has the right to appear 
before the SDC to state their case. Parties must indicate their intention to 
appear before the SDC on the dispute/incident form. 

1.10. The convener of committees has the responsibility of informing the parties (as 
identified on the dispute/incident form) of the time and place of the SDC 
meeting. Failure to attend at the notified time and place, without prior 
notification acceptable to the SDC in its absolute discretion, will mean an 
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automatic forfeit of this right of appearance and a decision will be made 
without the applicant’s appearance before the SDC taking place. 

1.11. Unless a player is sent off and this incurs an automatic suspension (under 
their sporting code rules), players and teams can continue to compete until 
their case is heard by the SDC. Every effort must be made to hear and resolve 
a dispute before any game involving the said parties is scheduled take place.  

1.12. The decision of the SDC: the rules of competition for each sport will govern 
acceptable behaviour on the playing field. Any breaches of these rules will be 
placed before the SDC unless the breaches also constitute a breach of the 
UniSport Code of Behaviour. Decisions of the SDC will be by majority vote 
and the SDC may adjourn or defer a meeting in its absolute discretion.

 

2. Sport Dispute Appeals Committee (SDAC) 

2.1 The SDAC will consist of no less than three persons and no more than six 
persons. These persons should include from the following list:  

 UniSport appointed chair 

 Legal representative 

 Two independent senior managers from competing UniSport members 

 Convener of committees 

2.2 The convener of committees will be responsible for organising the members of 
the SDAC. All members of this committee must be different individuals than 
those on the committee from which the appeal comes. 

2.3 Voting rights: each member of the SDAC has one vote. In the event of a tied 
vote, the chairperson will have a second and casting vote. 

2.4 Scope of the SDAC: the SDAC can adjudicate on appeals from the sports 
disputes committee ONLY. 

2.5 Powers of the SDAC: the SDAC has the authority to call any person to make 
comment on an incident or to report on any such matter that may come before 
the committee to assist in making their decision.  

2.6 The SDAC may refer the appeal back to the original committee to hear any 
new evidence or to correct any procedural irregularities. 

2.7 Rights of the parties in the appeal: a participant, team (no more than two 
representatives) or party involved in the appeal has the right to appear before 
the SDAC to state their case. The intention to appear must be noted on the 
appeals form.  

2.8 The convener of committees in consultation with the chairperson of the SDAC 
shall decide whether a procedural irregularity has occurred or new evidence 
has been brought forward. 

2.9 The convener of committees has the responsibility of informing the parties of 
the time and place of the SDAC meeting, and as to when the party will appear. 
Failure to attend at the agreed time and place, without prior notification, will 
mean an automatic forfeit of this right of appearance and a decision will be 
made without the appearance of the applicant before the SDAC taking place. 
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2.10 The decision of the SDAC: decisions of the SDAC will be by majority vote. The 
SDAC may: 

 Uphold or dismiss the decision of the SDC 

 Refer the matter back to the original committee  

 Substitute a new decision  

 Vary the penalty imposed by the SDC if they feel such action is warranted 

2.11 The SDAC may adjourn or defer a meeting in its absolute discretion.  

2.12 Lodging an appeal with the SDAC: an appeal form must be lodged with the 
SADC on a UniSport appeal form ($75 fee payable at time of lodgement).  

 

3  Judiciary Committee (JC) 

3.1 The JC will consist of no less than three persons and no more than six 
persons. These persons should include from the following list:  

 UniSport appointed chair 

 Two independent team managers 

 Convener of committees 

 Up to two others 

3.2 The convener of committees will be responsible for organising and/or 
appointing the members of the UniSport JC. Note that a UniSport Board 
member cannot be a member of the JC as per the UniSport constitution. 

3.3 Voting rights: Each member of the UniSport JC has one vote. Decisions of the 
UniSport JC will be by majority vote and in the event of a tied vote, the chair 
will have a second and casting vote. 

3.4 Scope of the UniSport JC: the UniSport JC can only adjudicate on alleged 
breaches of the UniSport Code of Behaviour as specified in clause 4.1. 

3.5 Powers of the UniSport JC: the UniSport JC has the authority to request any 
person to make comment on an incident or to report on any such matter that 
may come before the committee. The UniSport JC is empowered by the 
UniSport constitution and Code of Behaviour. Sanctions that can be imposed 
by the disciplinary committee are described in the Code of Behaviour. 

3.6 Rights of the parties involved in the report: A participant, team (no more than 
two representatives) or party involved in the dispute has the right to appear 
before the JC to state their case.  

3.7 The convener of committees has the responsibility of informing the parties of 
the time and place of the JC meeting. Failure to attend at the informed time 
and place, without prior notification acceptable to the JC in its absolute 
discretion, will mean an automatic forfeit of this right of appearance and a 
decision will be made without the appearance before the JC taking place. 
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Lodging a sports dispute 

1. Dispute lodged with CM 
Lodge an official dispute/incident form within one hour of the conclusion of the 
fixture in which the incident occurred to the CM. The dispute/incident form must 
be lodged by the university team manager (UTM) or their appointee. 

2. CM decision 
The CM must make an initial decision based on the written report submitted on 
the dispute/incident form and outlines the decision on the dispute/incident form 
and notifying the university team manager or their appointee of the decision.  

3. Acceptance/rejection of CM decision 
If the decision of the CM is not accepted move to step 4. If is the decision is 
accepted then the dispute/incident form goes no further and the CM collects and 
submits the form to the Nationals HQ at the conclusion of the days competition.  

4. Dispute lodged with the Nationals HQ 
In the event that the decision of the CM is not accepted and the dispute/incident 
form is referred to the SDC, the form is forwarded with a lodgement fee of $25 to 
the Nationals HQ. The form must be lodged by the UTM or their appointee.   

The lodgement of the dispute/incident form by the UTM or their appointee must 
occur no later than one hour from the conclusion of the fixture/match/competition 
in which the incident occurred. That is, steps 1 through to 4 must occur within one 
hour of the conclusion of the relevant fixture/match/competition. 

If the dispute/incident form is lodged outside the one hour time limit, then the 
matter will only be dealt with by the SDC at the absolute discretion of the 
convener of committees in consultation with the SDC chair. The convener or 
committees shall notify parties concerned of the time and place at which the SDC 
shall convene.  

5. SDC decision 
The matter will be considered by the SDC and all parties concerned will be 
informed of the decision as soon as practicable after the decision is made. All 
parties will be provided a copy of the completed dispute/incident form. 

6. Appeal lodgement 
If an appeal is required, the appeal must be lodged on a sport disputes appeals 
form by the UTM or their appointee with an additional lodgement fee of $75. The 
appeals form and lodgement fee must be submitted to the Nationals HQ within 
one hour of notification of the decision made by the SDC. If the SDC decision has 
been made out of Nationals HQ hours, the appeals form must be lodged within 
one hour of the Nationals HQ opening.  

 

Who can lodge a dispute/incident form to the SDC? 

A dispute/incident form can be lodged by (but needs to be lodged with the 
competition manager in the first instance for an initial decision): 

 The referee and other game officials (can include officials not officially appointed 
to the particular match, but only those with a recognised Australian coaching 
council accreditation) 
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 The university team managers or their nominated appointee 

 UniSport officials (UniSport Board of Directors, UniSport advisory group members 
and UniSport staff) 

 Event officials (competition manager and key volunteers) 

Appealing the decision of the SDC 

A decision of the SDC may be appealed to the UniSport SDAC only where there has 
been a procedural irregularity or new evidence, and the decision of the SDAC will be 
final. The decision of the SDC shall stand until the decision of the UniSport sports 
disputes appeals committee is handed down. 

Disputes relating to on field referee decisions will not be accepted.  

 

Lodging a sport dispute appeal 

1. Appeal lodged at Nationals HQ 
If an appeal is required, the appeal must be lodged in writing on a sport disputes 
appeals form at the Nationals HQ within one hour of the decision made being 
notified to the disputing party. If the decision has been made out of event 
Nationals HQ hours it must be lodged within one hour of the event Nationals HQ 
re-opening. 

2. Late appeal 
A report may be lodged after one hour and may be heard at the absolute 
discretion of the convener of committees. 

3. Lodgement requirements 
The appeal form must be accompanied by a copy of the official UniSport 
disputes/incident form, the minutes of the SDC meeting and a further $75 
lodgement fee must be paid to the Nationals HQ. 

4. Appeals notification 
The convener of committees shall notify parties who have indicated their 
intention to appear on the appeals form of the time and place the appeals 
committee shall convene. 

5. Appeals committee decision 
In the event that the appeal is successful, the full amount of $100 will be 
refunded. However, if the appeal is unsuccessful, the $100 will be forfeited to 
UniSport. 

6. Appeals of the decision of the UniSport Sports Disputes Appeals 
Committee (SDAC) 
The decision of the UniSport SDAC is final. 

 
 

Lodging a breach of the UniSport Code of Behaviour 

1. Submitting a breach 
A report regarding breaches of the Code of Behaviour at a UniSport event must 
be submitted to the Nationals HQ for the event within two hours of the reportee 
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becoming aware of the incident or, if the Nationals HQ is closed, within two hours 
of the Nationals HQ re-opening.   

Who can report a breach?  

A report can only be lodged by: 

 The referee and other game officials (can include officials not officially 
appointed to the particular match, but only those with a recognised Australian 
coaching council accreditation) 

 Team officials (university team managers or their appointee) 

 UniSport officials (UniSport Board of Directors, UniSport advisory group 
members and UniSport staff) 

 Event officials (UniSport staff, competition manager and key volunteers) 

2. Late submission 
A report may be dealt with if it is lodged outside the two hour time limit at the 
absolute discretion of the convener of committees in consultation with the 
chairperson of the committee. 

3. Receipt of report 
Upon receipt of the report UniSport will give written notice to the person stating: 

 The nature and details of the alleged breach 

 The dates, time and place for a hearing (which shall occur at a reasonable 
time after the conclusion of the event) 

 The person’s right to representation  

 The composition of the JC 

 Providing a copy of this code 

UniSport will give written notice to the university from which the person 
represents stating the details in of the alleged breach as set out above.  

UniSport will convene a JC to determine the matter. The JC will convene within a 
reasonable time after the completion of an event and will resolve all matters 
arising from the previous event(s) just completed.  

At the sole discretion of the UniSport CEO or their nominee, if UniSport considers 
the alleged breach serious, the athlete may be provisionally suspended 
immediately and until the determination of the matter by the JC. For the 
avoidance of doubt, where a provisional suspension is imposed, that person will 
have their Nationals accreditation removed and cannot continue to compete until 
the determination of the matter by the JC (which shall occur within a reasonable 
time after the conclusion of the event). Where imposed, any period of provisional 
suspension shall, to the extent practicable or relevant, be credited against any 
subsequent action imposed.  

4. JC decision 
The UniSport JC shall give its decision as soon as possible after the completion 
of the hearing. It is not required to give reasons however is required to record its 
decision in writing to the person in breach of the code. A record of the incident 
and its outcome will also be recorded in the UniSport disciplinary register. 
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5. Appealing the decision of the UniSport JC 
A decision of the JC may be appealed in writing to the UniSport Board, under the 
guide of section 25 of the UniSport constitution. 
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Appendix 1 – UniSport Code of Behaviour 

1. What is the Code of Behaviour? 

a) This code sets out the types of behaviour that will not be acceptable during a 
UniSport endorsed event and the consequences for such behaviour 
occurring. 

b) This code is established to ensure that the highest possible standard of 
intervarsity competition occurs during the event. 

c) This code supports UniSport’s desire to encourage and promote excellent 
sportsmanship and appropriate standards of behaviour, including fair play on 
and off the field.  

d) This code is not intended to restrict or hinder persons having fun and 
participating in a competitive manner in the event. 

e) It is important to note that this code may apply in addition to any code or 
other disciplinary requirements of the person’s university, sport governing 
body and will be referred to the police where appropriate. 

2. Who does the Code apply to? 

a) This code applies to: 

i. all persons competing in the event 

ii. spectators at the event 

iii. all persons officially appointed to any team or individual competing in 
the event, such as coaches, managers and health professionals 

iv. all officials appointed by UniSport, the hosts who are involved in the 
event, including umpires, referees 

v. all employees or agents of, UniSport, and the hosts 

b) Collectively referred to as persons in this code. 

3. When does this code apply? 

a) The code applies from the time of the commencement of the event on day 
one to the conclusion of organised activities on the last day including: 

i. during games and competitions in the event. 

ii. all official and unofficial social functions of, or associated with, the event 
that occur regardless of whether they occur before, during or after 
competition. 

4. What behaviour is in breach of this code? 

a) Any person who does, or is involved in, any of the following types of 
behaviour shall be in breach of the code: 

i. consuming alcohol unless in an approved area, in line with relevant 
liquor licensing regulations.  

ii. being unduly intoxicated at any event venue or official and unofficial 
social functions of, or associated with, the event. 
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iii. breaching UniSport’s anti-doping by law 

iv. a breach of the illicit drugs in sport policy 

v. failing to comply with a reasonable direction of an event official  

vi. harassment or bullying of another person 

vii. hazing  

viii. nudity 

ix. acting in an unlawful manner 

x. abuse (verbal and/or physical) of an event official 

xi. damage to property 

xii. acting in any other manner which brings the event, UniSport, and/or the 
hosts (including any employee, official or agent of such organisations) 
into disrepute. 

5. What happens if this code is breached? 

a) If UniSport receives information which is in breach of this code, UniSport 
shall: 

i. investigate the alleged breach, and if satisfied that a breach may have 
occurred, refer the matter to a hearing, under clause 6 

ii. The hearing will be conducted by the UniSport judiciary committee 
which will convene within a reasonable time after the completion of the 
event and will resolve all matters arising from the previous event(s) just 
completed  

6. How are hearings conducted? 

a) Upon the steps in clause 5.1 being satisfied, UniSport will: 

i. give written notice to the person stating: 

a) the nature and details of the alleged breach 

b) the date, time and place for a hearing 

c) the person’s right to representation 

d) the composition of the disciplinary committee 

e) providing a copy of this code 

ii. give written notice to the person’s university stating the details in (a) 
above 

iii. appoint a disciplinary committee to determine the matter within 24 hours 
of giving the notice in (a) 

iv. As previously indicated, at the sole discretion of the UniSport CEO or 
their nominee, if UniSport considers the alleged breach serious, the 
athlete may be provisionally suspended immediately and until the 
determination of the matter by the judiciary committee. For the 
avoidance of doubt, where a provisional suspension is imposed, that 
person will have their accreditation removed and cannot continue to 
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compete until the determination of the matter by the judiciary committee 
(which shall occur within a reasonable time after the conclusion of the 
event). Where imposed, any period of provisional suspension shall, to 
the extent practicable or relevant, by credited against any subsequent 
sanction imposed.  

6.1. At the hearing, the disciplinary committee will determine whether the person 
has breached this code, as alleged in the notice (sent in clause 6.1(a)); and 
if so, what sanction, if any, shall apply. 

6.2. Legal representatives or legal advocates are not permitted to appear before 
the judiciary committee unless in exceptional circumstances and where 
leave to appear has been granted by the chairperson. 

6.3. The judiciary committee may determine the procedure for the hearing as it 
considers fit, and with as little formality and technicality and as quickly as 
proper consideration of the matter permits. 

6.4. The onus is on UniSport to prove that the alleged breach of this code 
occurred. 

6.5. The disciplinary committee shall give its decision as soon as possible after 
the completion of the hearing. It is not required to give reasons or record its 
decision in writing. 

7. What penalties can be imposed? 

7.1. If the disciplinary committee is satisfied the person did breach the code it 
may impose any one or more of the following penalties: 

a) suspend the person from the next game or fixture in the event  in which 
she/he is due to compete 

b) suspend the person from competing in the event for one or more days 
of the event  

c) suspend the person from competing in the event for the balance of the 
entire event  

d) suspend  the person from future UniSport events indefinitely or for a set 
period of time 

e) withdraw any or all awards, placings and records obtained by that 
person or that person’s team, during the event 

f) ban the person from being involved in the event in any form whatsoever 
including being present at event venues, and official functions of the 
event 

g) fine the person 

h) reprimand the person 

i) recommend to the person’s university and / or sport governing body that 
a penalty or additional penalties be imposed by it 

j) any other penalty the disciplinary committee thinks appropriate in all the 
circumstances 
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7.2. In addition, the person may be disciplined by the university, which they 
represent, and/or be prosecuted by the police. 

8. How can a person appeal a decision? 

8.1. The defendant, any other party to the proceedings, or the executive 
(appellant) may, appeal a decision of the judiciary committee. To appeal a 
decision, the appellant must, within two (2) days of the decision submit their 
appeal in writing to the UniSport Board under the guide of section 25 of the 
UniSport constitution.  

9. What do words in the Code mean? 

9.1. The words used in the Code mean the following: 

 UniSport means UniSport Australia Limited 

 CEO means the UniSport Chief Executive Officer.  

 Code of Behaviour or Code means the UniSport Code of Behaviour 
provided in this guideline. 

 Anti-doping by law means the anti-doping policy of UniSport, which 
prohibits the use of prohibited substances and prohibited methods. 

 Event means any event sanctioned and endorsed by UniSport and 
includes the sport and social programs relating to that event. 

 Event official means a person appointed by UniSport or the host to 
assist it in staging the event, and includes security officials.  

 Hosts mean the hosts of the event.  

 Illicit Drugs in Sport Policy means the UniSport Illicit Drugs in Sport 
Policy as amended from time to time. 

 Judiciary committee means the committee appointed by UniSport to 
hear and determine alleged breaches of this code.  

 Person means a person to whom this code applies as specified in 
clause.  

 President means President of UniSport.  

 Registers means the process of registration of participants for the event. 

 Unduly intoxicated means definition that is applied in relevant state 
liquor legislation in which games are being conducted.  

 Venue means any venue on which games, events and competition is 
being or was played during the event. 
 

 


