
 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINE 

 

Introduction 

Playing and competing for Australia is a privilege. UniSport Australia (Unisport) High 

Performance team members (athletes, officials and staff) are held in high regard and are role 

models in the community. As a High Performance team member or Uniroo, you have the 

responsibility to portray your team, university, sport, yourself and UniSport in a positive 

manner at all times. Appropriate use of social media by all Uniroos to engage with fans, 

promote university sport, individual athletes and communicate with the general public and 

media is encouraged. UniSport recognises social media and social media websites are an 

integral form of student athlete communication with friends, family and acquaintances around 

the world. 
 

UniSport team members should be aware that UniSport treats all social media content, 

whether written, photographic, video or audio, as public comment which is accessible to all. 

Team members should be aware that third parties including the media, university staff, future 

employers, NSOs and UniSport staff could access your profiles and view all personal 

information. Inappropriate material found by third parties affects the perception of not only the 

student athlete but the sport, university and UniSport. 
 

UniSport encourages the use of social media by team members however you must 

keep in mind that you are responsible for the information that you voluntarily post 

on these websites or your friends post on your pages. 
 

Examples of inappropriate and offensive behaviours concerning participation in online 

communities may include depictions or presentations of the following: 
 

 Photos, videos, comments or posts showing or implying the personal use of alcohol, 

drugs and tobacco or condoning drug related activity. 

 Photos, videos, comments or posts that are of a sexual nature. This includes links to 

website containing inappropriate material. 

 Content that is unsportsmanlike, racist, derogatory, demeaning or threatening toward 

any other individual or entity. 

 No posts should depict or encourage unacceptable, violent or illegal activities. 

 Information that is sensitive or personal in nature (eg injuries, selections). 
 

For your own safety, please keep the following recommendations in mind as you participate in 

social media websites: 
 

1. Set your security settings so that only your friends can view your profile. 

2. Personal identifying information such as phone numbers, addresses and email should 

not be posted. 

3. You should not post any information, photos, videos or comment or respond to a 

comment in a way that may be construed as negative or derogatory towards others or 

that could embarrass you, your family, your team, your sport or UniSport or harm your 

reputation, the reputation of teammates, your sport or UniSport including sponsors and 

stakeholders. This includes information that may be posted by others on your page. 

4. Be aware of who you add as a friend to your site and obtain permission before posting 

another person’s picture. 

5. Avoid offensive, provocative or hateful language. 

6. Use social network forums to add value and promote university sport in a positive way. 

7. Consider how the behaviours listed previously in this document can be reflected in all 

Facebook applications. 
 

If you are ever in doubt of the appropriateness of your online public material, consider whether 

it upholds and positively reflects your own values and ethics as well as those of UniSport. 

Consider the ‘THINK’ guidelines and remember to always present a positive image. 
 

Should your profile or contents be found to be inappropriate in accordance with the 

above, you may be in breach of the team member agreement and subject to penalty 

(as outlined in the team member agreement). 


